PETITION

To:  Prime Minister Stephen Harper

We, the undersigned Public Service Alliance of Canada members, are very concerned about the funding situation of First Nations' schools.  The funding formula for these schools, which was developed in 1988 by the federal government, has never been revised.  In addition, this funding formula has not been tied to the cost of living since 1996, while First Nations education needs continue to grow.  

As a consequence of this underfunding, the First Nations must make choices to cut basic programs and essential services so that they can fund other equally important programs and services. Their schools are unable to offer competitive salaries and working conditions, which prevents them from providing their children with the same quality of education that all children have the right to receive.  

By refusing to provide the First Nations with the resources that will allow them access to a quality education, the federal government is purposely closing the door to their future. 

We strongly urge the federal government to do the right thing and provide sufficient funding now to First Nation schools to ensure a quality education for their children.
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